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CIRCUMSTANCES. 


Perhaps there is no more common excuse 
given by Christians for their slow growth in 
grace, and lack of earnestness in the Lord’s 
work, than their circumstances and surround- 
ings. We hear people frequently saying, ‘‘ My 
circumstances are against me;” ‘‘ My sur- 
toundings are unfavorable;’’ Comforting 
themselves with the thought that these difficul- 
ties are insurmountable, and therefore they are 
tot to be blamed for them, they go on from 
yeat to year dwarfed in their Christian life, 
and giving but little light to those around 
thm, After looking into this subject care- 

¥, ftom .he Bible standpoint, 1 have come 
to the conclusion that this excuse is like many 
another that will not stand. There is a strik- 
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ing word of our Lord that has seemed specially 
applicable: ‘‘ No man, when he hath lighted a 
candle, covereth it with a vessel, or setteth it 
under a bed, but setteth it on a candlestick, 
that they which enter in may see the light; ” 
and again, ‘‘ Neither do men light a candle 
and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick, 
and it giveth light to all that are in the house.” 
The manifest meaning to be drawn from this 
comparison surely is, that just as 20 man who 
had lighted a candle, would place it in such a 
position that its light would be smothered, or 
cover it over so that it would be of no use; 
neither will the Lord, when He has given us 
the ‘‘ light of life,’’ and bid us let it shine be- 
fore men, place us in any circumstances where 
our light -must necessarily be hidden or smoth- 
ered. Yet how many of the Lord’s children 
say, in effect, that they have been so placed, 
and turning the bushel of this or that circum- 
stance over their lights, declare that it is out of 
the question for them to be strong and able 
witnesses for their Master. 

Doubtless many would consider it impossible 
to carry on work for the Lord with every one 
in the neighborhood and the country at large 
opposed to them. And yet, with a less clear 
revelation of God’s love and power to encour- 
age him, we read of Noah steadfastly walking 
with God, and doing His will, not for one 
day, but for an hundred and twenty years, in 
the face of every opposition and ridicule. Let 
us look for a moment at Daniel, with the view 
that the Lord intends the circumstances in 
which He places His children, to help on their 
spiritual growth. We see him first a captive, 
removed from all outward religious helps ; but 
these unfavorable surroundings seem only \to 
have quickened his spiritual life, and his alle- 
giance to the law of his God was none the less 
unwavering because he stood almost alone. 
Next we see how, in the ordering of God, he 
was placed high in authority, but the change 
appears only to have promoted his trust in 
God, and knowledge of His ways. Thien his 
circumstances are altered, and the sometime 
counsellor of a great king is forgotten by all 
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but one or two. Yet his knowledge of the 
things of God had not grown less, but he was 
able to speak bold, uncompromising words to 
Belshazzar, and to read the handwriting on 
the wall. Once more he is in the highest po- 
sition under the new king; but this unlooked- 
for prosperity only appears to foster his religi- 
ous life, and to strengthen his unwavering 
allegiance to his Lord. Surely it is this kind 
of a life which it is the will of our Heavenly 
Father that each one of His children should 
live. 

If the power of our God is able to alter our 
circumstances, and change our surroundings, 
then it must be true that His love and wisdom 
have sent or allowed to come to us those very 
things agairist which so many of us are found 
fretting. And further, the fact that they re- 
main unaltered proves that they are at the pres- 
ent time the very best possible surroundings 
for our spiritual growth. No earthly gardener 


their enemies, or take their cities; butt 

said ‘ The Lord is able to give us the victory,” 
With this view, we can understand how the 
most apparently adverse circumstances may 
promote instead of hindering our service for 
Christ, for, depending upon our God to fight 
for us, His power would be magnified, and oy 
faith strengthened. Let the Christian who 
complains of his surroundings remember tha 
it was among these that he was called to serve 
the Lord, and just there he may find power to 
let his light shine before men, that they seein 
his good works may glorify his Father whichis 
in heaven. M. S. Tuomas, 


WORK AMONG WOMEN IN INDIA. 


A new form of work among the Hind 
women has been commenced by Mrs. Waugh 
at Cawnpore, who writes: 

‘¢ Visiting the women’s bathing ghat I think 


with ample resources and thorough knowledge! js our most interesting work. We have acces 
of his business, would treat all kinds of plants) to hundreds of women, and sing and talk to 


alike, or even keep one kind of plant under them of Christ. They gather round in grouy 
the same sort of treatment at all stages of its | of twenty or thirty, and listen for twenty ot 


growth. So if we are in the hands of the Hea- | thirty minutes and then pass on, and other 


venly Husbandman, He will see that the soil 


and atmosphere are suited to each one of us 
We are told that the man who trusts in the 
Lord shall be ‘like a tree planted by the wat- 
ers, that spreadeth forth her roots by the river, 


and shall not see when heat cometh,” because, 
watered continually by living streams, the heat 
that causes other things to wither and die has 
no effect upon it. If an orange tree were to 
be taken from Florida and planted in Maine it 
would soon cease to yield fruit, and eventually 
die, because the climate and soil are so differ- 
ent. But if it were possible to take with the 
orange tree its own soil and climate, so that it 
need not depend upon the soil and climate of 
Maine, then it would flourish equally well in 
either country. Now this is true of the Chris- 
tian; he has been planted in grace, and he is 


take their places; and so they come and go, 
from six to ten o’clock every morning. A few 
of the women we meet there have invited us to 
their houses, and have begun to learn. Many 
of them would gladly do it, but are afraid of 
their home peop e. ‘They are very fond of the 
bhajans (hymns), and try t> learn them. 
‘*One old woman, standing on the outskirts 
of the crowd, said: ‘ Your singing is drawing 
my heart this way; I have been standing here’ 
a long time, and cant go away. Every night 
as | go to sleep I hear you singing about Jesus, 
and I sing too all day in my heart, as I do my 
work’ Another said: ‘Where is this new 
God you are singing about, who can save ws? 
Tell me where His temple is, and I will goand 
worship Him.’ After explaining to her that 
God is a Spirit and dwells everywhere, she 


to “grow in grace;”’ he has the promise of| went off saying: ‘ What a wonderful Lind of 
the sunshine of God’s presence, of the dew of} God they have! He is like air. Who ca 


His grace, and of showers of blessing, and | see Him? How can they worship Him?! 
therefore is in reality lifted above circum-| And she began turning her beads, saying, 
stances and surroundings. ‘Ram, Ram, Ram.’ 

If the soul could once fully realize the fact} ‘It is very sad to see such crowds of intelli 
that through the power of the redemption of! gent-looking, well-dressed women, perfectly 
the Lord Jesus it has been placed in a totally | satisfied with the worship of the river, the 
different condition, and may know a continual | trees, and the ugly black stones representing 
triumph over every thing that opposes, it|their gods. Sometimes I say to them as they 


would then come to the experience of the 
Apostle when he said ‘‘ Thanks be unto God, 
which always causeth us to triumph in Christ.” 
Caleb and Joshua saw the difficulties as well as 
the other spies ; no doubt the walled citizs and 
giants looked equally formidable to their natu- 
ral-eyes, ‘‘ but they compared difficulties and 
giants, not with themselves, but with the Lord. 
It was true that they were not able to conquer 


return from their bathing ‘ How is it with yout 
hearts now? Are your sins all washed away? 
Most of them would answer. * Of course they 
are; otherwise, why should we come here?’ 
Some few say, ‘No, our hearts are as they 
were, full of sin; but what else can we do 

They generally listen with great interest to the 
story of the Cross, and often tears come 
their eyes, and they say, ‘Our gods never 
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loved ws like that. All you say is true.’ I} classes, whilst the Nonconformists belong gen- 
asked one woman why she came so far to] erally to the middle class of society, engaged in 
bathe, when she had good water in her well at| trade or commerce. Few of the operatives and 
home—what good would the Ganges water do} laboring men in our large towns attend either 
her? She replied, ‘When I die the Ganges| church or chapel. 

will take me to heaven; why should I not wor- 
ship it now? Upon its bosom I shall float 
straight and safely up to God.’ 

« When we told her where it came from and 
where it went to, she looked as if the only 
beautiful thing in her life had been taken from 
her. ‘Then we told her of Christ’s love for 
her and how He would save her here, and 
take her to heaven when she died.” — Friend 
of Missions. 


This partial census bears witness to the grow- 
ing strength of the dissenting bodies; but the 
main fact is, that on a given First-day, sixty- 
three per cent., nearly two-thirds of the popu- 
lation, were absent from any place of public 
worship. Young children and invalids can 
form no large proportion of the absentees. It 
brings home, in a striking manner, the needs 
of the masses around us, and makes us regard 
at least with toleration such effurts as those of 


the Salvation Army to ‘‘ compel them to come 
OUR LONDON LETTER. in.” 

The island of Madagascar is emerging grad- 
ually from its barbarous condition into the 
light of civilization. The French and English 
are about equally interested in that quarter of 
the globe. ‘The French exert their influence 
chiefly with the savage tribes on the west coast, 
but their Jesuit missionaries penetrate also into 
other parts of the island, much to the discom- 
fort and grief of the Protestants. The English 
the censts paper, it would open the door for) rissionaries, with the Norwegians and some 
foolish ancl untrustworthy statements, and a) orhers, work amongst the Hovas, which are the 
large majority of indifferent persons would put) p,ramount tribe, and claim sovereignty over 
themselves down as belonging to the Fstab-| the country. The physical features of Mada- 
lished Church. If, on the other hand, the gascar and its natural history and botany have 


number attending at the various places of Wor-) heen studied by our friend J. Gilbert Baker of 
ship were counted on a given day, this would) ty. Kew Herbarium, himself in the front rank 
certainly be a fairer index of religious practice, | of English botanists, and were made the sub- 
but it would place the Church in a minority as) ject of a paper read by him before the last 


regards Dissent, since so many who profess theeting of the British Association at York. 
with the establishment are non-attenders. A| Madagascar is as large as France. ‘The climate 
third method is the estimate of the number of] j, 4 yery varied one, owing to the varying alti- 
sittings. 


An interesting though imperfect Religious 
Census of about a score of the chief towns in 
England has lately been taken. No official 
census of religious belief or worship had been 
carried out since the year 1851, on account of 
various objections that were raised. If the 
religious profession were included with the 
other particulars—age, occupation, &c.—on 


tudes. The central highlands, surrounded 
The second plan has now been followed by! with their belt of thick forests, possess a tem- 
private effort in seventeen large towns, includ | perate climate, whilst in the surrounding coast- 
ing Liverpool, Sheffield, Bristol, Hull, Leices- | jands, partly swampy, and inhabited by wilder 
ter, Bath, etc., having an aggregate population | poe, of men, the heat is tropical. All over 
of 1,875,000. ‘The total attendances at places’ the island the temperature alters little between 
of worship in these towns, on the morning and summer and winter, and between day and 
evening of one First-day, were 678,000, being, | night. Very curious is the distribution of ani- 
with some allowance for those who attend mais and piants There are no specimens of 
twice, thirty six per cent. of the population. the larger animals, no elephant, lion, buffalo, 
This percentage varied; in the Episcopal camel, horse, hippopotamus, etc. J. G. Baker 


towns of Bath and Gloucester one-half the infers that the island became separated from 
Population attended, whilst in the manufactur-ithe mainland before the higher types of 


ing centres of Lancashire and the great port of animals were developed on the eart 


. As is 
Liverpool, with its half million of inhabitants, «9 pe expected, there are certain peal 
the proportion came below one-fifth. island types, both of animals and birds, The 
Taking the returns for the different denomi- lemur and the curious little ‘‘ aye-aye’’\ repre- 
Nations, we find that in the m:jority of these sent the monkeys, which are else wholly ab- 
seventeen towns, the Nonconformist bodies sen‘. 
show a much greater total of attendances than| Our own m’ssionaries in Madagascar are just 
the Church of England, although no one dis-| now sorely stripped. William Johnson returned 
sting body can rival the-Church. Hence home some time since, and is now acting as 
some are questioning anew its right to be called Secretary to Friends’ Foreign Mission Associa- 
“the National Church.”” The Church is said tion. Samuel Clemes has also just come back, 
tohave its chief hold on the upper and the lower|so that the staff in the island is reduced toa 





452 FRIENDS’ 


REVIEW. 


a 


very few. William Wilson hopes to leave Eng- 

land again this spring. The hospital and 

medical mission are making good progress. 
London, First month 28. 


THE WARNER PRIZE ESSAY ON COM- 
ETS. 


(Concluded from page 437.) 
ORIGIN OF COMETS. 


§ 4. The facts thus far presented prove noth- 
ing as to the origin of comets. That question 
demands for its solution mathematical reason- 
ing based on the calculated paths of all comets 
which have been observed. That discussion is 
beset with great difficulties, and as yet points 
to no absolutely certain conclusion. The 
balance of testimony seems to favor the suppo- 
sition, that comets originate outside the solar 
system. ‘The planets move in nearly circular 
orbits about the sun; and no one has been able 
to show why comets, if they have the same 
origin, should move in elongated orbits, entirely 
differing from those of planets. 

‘Let us suppose, however, that all comets 
must have taken their origin in some primeval 
nebula from which a solar system has been 
evolved. It has been shown that the velocity 


of a comet may be so much increased by the 
disturbing action of a large planet, that it may 


escape from the control of the sun, and be pro- 
jected into the illimitable regions of space. 
Thus freed, it will go on in a nearly straight 
line forever ; unless, perchance, some powerful 
source of attraction, like another sun, lying 
near its path, arrests its flight. The possibility 
of such an occurrence is by no means imaginary. 
At least one comet [Lexell’s, 1770, ] is supposed 
with good reason to have undergone that fate. 
There is every reason to believe that the same 
thing may have happened in other cases. 


STELLAR COMETS. 


All arguments drawn from observation and 
reflection proves that the stars which surround 
us on all sides are remarkably like our own sun. 
Some of them are even larger and more power- 
ful than he. Reasoning from analogy, we must 
suppose that these suns are also attended by 
comets. Hence, we are led to the conclusion 
that uncounted myriads of comets projected 
from millions of suns, during countless ages 
past, are new flying through space in every 
direction—restless messengers from star to star. 
By mere chance some of these bodies must come 
under the sun’s far-reaching power and be 
drawn into our planetary system. 


PHYSICAL HISTORY OF COMETS. 


§ 5. The mass [quantity of matter] of com- 
ets is conceded to be very small in comparison 
with that of the earth. How small itis, we 
cannot say. No comet has been found large 


enough to exert a sensible attraction upon an 
celestial body found in its vicinity. This fact 
confirms the conclusion derived from telescopic 
examination, that the real, solid nucleur, if it 
exists, must be extremely small. 

It is certain that no body entirely gaseous 
could exist in space. The conditions for the 
stability of Iquid bodies, in their practical 
application to the explanation of cometary 
phenomena, are extremely complicated ; since 
they are closely associated with the unknown 
elements—mass of the comet, solar radiation, 
and absolute temperature of space. It would 
also be extremely difficult to show how a swarm 
of small bodies could be preserved in a state of 
equilibrium, or resist the tremendous tidal action 
to which it would be subjected in the vicinity 
of the sun. In fact, we must view the conver. 
sion of a comet through some unusual catas. 
trophe, into such a swarm, as the sure precursor 
of approaching dissolution. On the whole, it 
is probable that there is a solid or partly liquid 
body near the center of the comet. This body 
is more likely to consist of an aggregation of 
loosely cohering pieces or particles, than of a 
single firmly-united mass. 

Owing to the smallness of their attractive 
force, comets cannot retain a sensible atmos 
phere. This conclusion is confirmed by tele 
scopic observation, as we have seen. 


If, now, we suppose the nucleus to be 
approaching the sun, it will eventually reach a 
point where the liquid or other volatile matter 
on the ‘‘sunny’’ side commences to evaporate 
and be diffused. about the comet. Without 
following the consequences of this evaporation 
into details, one can imagine for himself how 
the appearance of central condensation, of the 
streaming jets, and of the nucleus heavily ob 
scured by vapors, might be produced. 

To account for the backward curvature of 
the jets and the peculiar form and direction of 
the tail, we must look for some additional force. 
In all probability this force resides in the sun, 
and is directly opposite in its effects to the 
power of gravitation. But since the body of 
the comet obeys the law of gravitation with 
sufficient fidelity, we must find a repulsion 
which sensibly acts only on the molecules of 
gas or vapor. 

The only force suggested by experience a 
competent to these requirements is that of 
electrical repulsion. Anyone can prove for 
himself that two bodies similarly electrified 
mutually repel each other. We know that the 
earth through effects of constant evaporation 
and other causes, is to some extent an electrified 
body. For the same reasons, we should expect 
comets to be electrified in a much higher degree. 
The sun itself certainly exerts an influence upon 
terrestrial magnetism. Violent commotions 00 
his surface have occurred at the same time with 
unusual disturbances of the magnetic n 
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Electrical repulsion acts in proportion to sur- 
faces and not to volumes. On particles of 
matter in a state of infinitesimal subdivision it 
might act most powerfully, while not affecting 
a large body to an appreciable degree. 


THEORY OF FORMATION OF TAILS. 


If, then, we suppose the sun and comets to 
be sufficiently and similarly electrified, we have 
the force necessary to produce the backward 
curvature of the jets, and to drive off the small- 
est and probably outermost molecules of the 
coma to form the tail. Since, according to our 
hypothesis, very little matter can be given off 
from the shaded side of the nucleus, we readily 
perceive why the tail should be hollow in 
appearance. 

The orbit of the moving nucleus being curved, 
it is evident that the particles driven off at any 
time with less than infinite velocity, would con- 
tinually fall more and more behind the prolon- 
gation of a line through the sun and comet— 
just as has been observed. If the matter con- 
tains molecules, varying considerably in size, 
the larger ones would be driven off with less 
velocity. These would curve backward more 
than would the lighter molecules driven off at 
the same time; and so we have the multiple 
tails which have been seen, as well as the class- 
ification already described. Elaborate exami- 
nations of their average observed direction and 
form suggest that each class may be composed 
of chemical elements peculiar to itself. We 
may even venture to suppose that the tail of 
greatest velocity and least inclination is com- 
posed of hydrogen. ‘lhe second type may 
contain carbon, with or without other elements ; 
and among those of the third, chlorine would 
most likely be found. 


It is a common error to suppose that this 
hypothesis, as to the formation of the tail, 
requires a repulsive force of inconceivable 
power. ‘The straightest tails which have been 
observed are accounted for by supposing a 
repulsive force not much greater than twelve 
times the sun's attractive power. The tails 
most frequently seen [scirreter-like in form] 
may be produced by a force about one-ninth of 
that amount, which is but tittle more than 
sufficient to overcome the attraction of gravi- 
tation. 

It will be seen that it is equally erroneous to 
suppose any great amount of material wasted 
in the formation of the tail, when one reflects 
pon the transcendent lightness of its structure. 


HOW COMETS AFFECT THE EARTH. 


_ $6. The influence of comets upon the earth 
is in all probability quite insignificant. They 
may, like the sun, affect the earth’s magnetic 
condition, ahd thus to some extent, possibly, its 
meteorology. No such effect has ever been 
perceived. 
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dences between the apparitions of great comets 
and remarkable public events, no well informed 
persons now believe that there is any real con- 
nection between them. By a liberal and cred- 
ulous interpretation of any frequently occurring 
celestial phenomenon, similar coincidences 
could be shown. 

When a comet is converted into meteoric 
bodies, which impinge upon the earth’s atmos- 
phere, there is some direct though probably 
minute effect. Some have thought that a sen:i- 
ble portion of the heat which the earth receives 
is generated in this way; but the weight of 
scientific opinion seems to be against that hy- 
pothesis. The impact of meteors upon our 
atmosphere must add some matter to it, and 
this is probably in the form of dust. This may 
be the origin of the so-called cosmic dust, 
which has been collected at sea in recent times. 
The finer particles of it may have some influ- 
ence on cloud formations, and other meteoro- 
logical phenomena; but all this is merely con- 


jecture. 


A more remote effect may be sought in the 
possible fall of meteors and comets upon the 
surface of the sun. Owing to his vast bulk, 
the san would attract an immense number of 
these bodies; but it is quite certain that their 
effect upon the sun’s heat is insignificant. It is 
now generally admitted that we must look for 
the origin of the sun’s heat in a constant, 
though to us, imperceptible shrinkage of his 
vast bulk. 

Some connection between the frequency of 
sun-spots and comets has been rather vaguely 
suspected. Were the search for comets syste- 
matically pursued with equal persistence for a 
long period, we might have some data for the 
formation of a soand opinion. Yet it would 
still be an open question, whether comets cause 
the spots, or whether greater activity of the sun 
tends in some way to render comets brighter, 
so that more will be visible—with probability 
in favor of the latter supposition. 

Finally, ic may be said, with all due respect 
to scientific decorum, that the appearance of a 
great comet does exert one most happy influ- 
ence on the earth, in that it stimulates the 
curiosity of mankind, and directs their thoughts 
to the more particular contemplation of the 
glorious universe which surrounds them. 


—————————————————— 


A Mirac.e or Grace.—At one of\the noon 
meetings in Edinburgh, D. L. Mob said 
that when he went home lately one night he 
found something in a paper forwarded \to him 
which cheered him greatly. ‘ Several yearsago, 
when he and Mr. Sankey had been in Chicago, 
a poor miserable man had been induced to 
come to one of their meetings. ‘That man was 
a perfect wreck ; in fact, from his looks he did 
not appear worth saving—a poor, miserable 


In spite of some chance coinci-: wretch. He seemed to be ready to lay himself 
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in a gutter and die while under the influence of 
liquor. At the meeting he had promised to 
abstain from alcohol till twelve next day. At 
that time he came to the meeting again; but 
in what condition?—shaking all over, and 
delirium tremens just beginning to take hold of 
him. A godly lady and gentleman had, how- 
ever, done what they could for him, and helped 
him to fight against the temptation. In the 
paper which he had received there was an 
account of that man’s work as a missionary in 
the Sandwich Islands. It was indeed a mira_le! 


During the recital of the incident the audience 
seemed to be fairly spell-bound, every eye 
being eagerly fixed on the speaker.—Selected. 


ee 


It is not true that philosophers, as such, or 
as a class, are destitute of religion or hostile to 
Christianity ; nor can it be shown, whether on 
abstract grounds or by an appeal to facts, that 
there is any inherent tendency in their studies 
to foster infidelity. There are infidels in all 
the pursuits of life. There is as much gross 
materialism in the workshop and the cornfield 
as in the library or the laboratory. On the 
other hand, how long is the catalogue of illus- 
trious men who have brought the highest at- 
tainments in science and philosophy, like the 
gifts of the wise men from the East, to the 
cradle of Immanuel !—Dr. H. J. Vandyke. 


CONFERENCE IN NORTH CAROLINA. 


It having been proposed in the Meeting for 
Ministry and Oversight of Deep River Quarter, 
N. C., held Seventh month, 1881, to hold a Con- 
ference of the members of said meeting, for the 
purpose of considering subjects of interest, it was 
agreed to nominate Elihu E. Mendenhall, Nereus 
Mendenhall and Amanda Richardson to propose 
to the Conference to be held on the 2oth of Eighth 
month, at Deep River Meeting-house, a course of 
procedure or method of conducting the discussion 
upon the various subjects which might claim its 
attention. 

Accordingly, at the meeting, Eighth month 
20th, the following method was proposed: Ist. 
“The appointment of a clerk, whose business 
should be to make a record of what was done, or 
minutes of the decisions arrived at by the Con- 
ference, and in general, to perform those duties 
which usually devolve upon the presiding officer 
of deliberative bodies, 2nd. That each member 
of the meeting be left at liberty to propose one or 
more subjects or questions on which he wished to 
have the judgment of the Conference, and that a 
list of such subjects be made in the order in which 
they might be proposed. 3rd. That the Confer- 
ence decide upon the order in which they should 
be considered.” 

The Conference having agreed to this method 
of proceeding, Nereus Mendenhall was chosen 
clerk. 

The way then being open for the proposal of 
subjects, the following were submitted : 

1. The plain language—Do we think that it 


ought to be abandoned by us.as members of the 
Society of Friends? 

2. Do we believe that Divine revelation andin. 
spiration have ceased ? 

3. What are the duties of Elders? their position 
in the church ? 

4. What are the true grounds of salvation? 
Were the Friends in the origin of the Society mis. 
taken in their position on this subject ? 

5. The qualifications of a true Gospel minister, 

6. Explanation of the offices of Father, Sonand 
Holy Spirit. 

7. Do we think that our Society is shrinking 
from the Cross of Christ ? 

8. Are we, in our present course of procedure, 
as a Society, having a scattering or a uniting in. 
fluence on our members? 

g. The manner in which meetings should be 
conducted in accordance with the testimonies of 
Friends, 

10. Is the Church deriving any benefit from the 
addition of new members ? If so, why are meet- 
ings growing smaller? 

It was decided to consider the subjects in the 
order in which they were proposed. The expres- 
sion of opinion was full and free. The conclu. 
sions only are given as follows: 

1. After deliberation, it was the judgment of 
the Conference to recommend to our members an 
adherence to the use of the plain language, both 
in our intercourse with one another, and with the 
world. 

2. It was the judgment and belief of the Con 
ference that immediate Divine inspiration and 
revelation to mankind have not ceased, but that 
they are continued to the present age. 

3. It was the judgment of the Conference that 
the duty of the Elders is to watch over the whole 
flock for good, and to advise with, and have an 
oversight of, the ministry, as occasion may re- 
quire. 

4. It was the judgment of the Conference that 
Friends in the beginning of our Society were not 
mistaken in their views and teachings as to the 
true grounds of salvation, and that obediznce to 
the teachings of the Holy Spirit is necessary on 
our part, in accordance with the expression of the 
Apostle John: “ If we walk in the light as He is 
in the light, we have fellowship one with another, 
and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth 
us-from all sin.” 

The day having been occupied in the considera- 
tion and discussion of the foregoing subjects, the 
Conference adjourned to meet at Springfield, on 
the 30th of Ninth month, at 10 o'clock. 

Ninth month 30th. The Conference convened 
at Springfield, near the time adjourned to, and 
proceeded to the consideration of the fifth subject, 
the qualifications of a true gospel minister. 

5. It was the judgment of the Conference that 
the call and qualifications of the true Gospel 
minister are derived through the Holy Spirit, from 
God Himself. We believe that such persons, as 
well as others, should endeavor as thoroughly as 
possible to study the Holy Scriptures, that they 
may be well informed therein, and have clear 
views of the doctrines of the Christian religion, 
that they may show themselves approved, able 
rightly to divide the word of truth; at the same 
time, we do not believe in taking a course of 
theological study preparatory to the ministry, oF 
studying up special sermons to be delivered at 
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ain times, but that all utterance in the minis- 
should be under the immediate guidance of 
ihe Holy Spirit. 

6. It was the judgment of the Conference that 
here is not much advantage in drawing distinc- 
jons in the offices of Father, Son and Holy 
pirit any farther than they are sanctioned by the 
txpress terms of Scripture. 

y. It was the judgment of the Conference that 

here is with us, as a Society, too much of a shrink 
ing from the Cross of Christ. A deep concern 
was expressed that we all might be encouraged 
todo our whole duty, and especially tuward our 
young members, 
‘The Conference then adjourned. A report 
having been made to the Quarterly Meeting in 
Tenth month, it was decided to hold a third ses- 
son, Accordingly, the Conference met at Spring- 
feld, and on Twelfth month 17th, proceeded to 
consider the eighth subject. 

8. After deliberation, it was the judgment of 
the Conference that our present course of pro- 
cedure, as a Society, is not having the uniting in- 
fuence among our members, which is desirable. 

g. The Friend who proposed this question not 
being present, the consideration thereof was de- 
ferred. 

10. It was the judgment of the Conference that 
the Church had derived benefit from the addition 
ofnew members, but that much more care should 
beexercised in the reception of new members 
than has sometimes been used, and also in their 
encouragement after they have been received, 

The Conference then adjourned. 


NEREUS MENDENHALL, 
Clerk of Conference, 


SCIENTIFIC NOTES. 


Shortly before the recent opening of tele- 
graphic communication with Zanzibar, there was 
afracture which caused several days’ interruption. 
This was found to have arisen from the action 
ofa submarine volcano about ten miles on this 
sde of the Zanzibar landing. On relaying, the 
position of the cable was changed by a couple of 
miles, 

_ Itis stated that the successful borings for water 
in South Australia promise to render a large dis- 
tnct, formerly almost destitute of water, valuable 
for agricultural or pastoral purposes. One arte- 
sian well, 400 miles north of Adelaide, sunk to 
the depth of 370 feet, yields 10,000 gallons of ex- 
cellent water a day. Much of the arid and in- 
hospitable region between the coast and the rich 
lands which have been discovered in the interior 
of the continent is expected to be reclaimed by a 


‘ysiematic tapping of the springs supposed to ex- 
Ist beneath, 


Propagating Sponges by Cuttings—The Aus- 
nan Government has made some successful ex- 
periments in the propagation of sponges from 
cuttings in the Adriatic Sea, accounts of which 
have been published by Dr. Emil von Maren- 
wller, in the “Transactions of the Zodlogical- 
Botanical Societytof Vienna.” The most suitable 
season for undertaking the propagation is the 
winter; for, although the growth of the sponges 
andthe healing of the cut surfaces take place 
more slowly then than in the summer, the 


sponges are much less liable to be spoiled by 
putrefaction. The suitableness of a spot for the 
cultivation is surely indicated by the treshness 
and liveliness of the marine algz growing in it, 
It demands a bay sheltered from strong waves 
and currents, but not quite still, a rocky bottom, 
clothed with living alga, and a moderate ebb 
and flow of the tide. 

A Fossil Fungus.—One of the most interesting 
recent discoveries in palzo-phytology has been 
made by the English cryptogamist, Worthington 
Smith, in the detection, in the coal-me isures, of a 
fossil fungus nearly allied to that which produces 
the potato-blight, and which he has named Pero- 
nosporites antiquarius, Fossil Funzi were not 
previously altogether unknown. Some years 
ago Carruthers, the keeper of the botanical de- 
partmer tin the British Museum, detected mycelial 
threads among the cells of a fossil fern | ye 
from the Lower Eocene strata of Herne Bay; an 
Darwin has stated that fungus threads in a fossil 
state in silicified wood were shown to him more 
than forty years ago, by Robert Brown. Han- 
cock and Asthey have also described in the An 
nals and Migazine of Natural History (4th ser. 
vol. iv., 1869, p. 221, t, ix, x). under the name of 
Archigaricon, what may be a fossil Feronosporites, 
from the Crawlington black shale. 


Life in the Deep Sea —* The conditions under 
which life exists in the deep sea, are very re- 
markable. The pressure exerted by the water at 
great depths is enormous, and almost beyond 
comprehension. It amounts roughly to a ton 
weight on the square inch for every 1,000 fathoms 
of depth, so that at the depth of 2,509 fathoms, 
there is a pressure of two tons and a-half per 
square inch of surface, which may be contrasted 
with the fifteen pounds per square inch pressure 
to which we are accustomed at the level of the 
sea surface. 

“An expe iment made by Mr. Buchanan en- 
abled us to realize the vastness of the deep-sea 
pressure more fully than any other facts. Mr, 
Buchanan hermetically sealed up at both ends a 
thick glass tube full of air, several inches in 
length. He wrapped this sealed tube in flannel, 
and placed it, so wrapped up, in a wide copper 
tube, which was one of those used to protect the 
deep-sea thermometers when sent down with the 
soundin s apparatus. 

“ The copper case containing the sealed glass 
tube was sent down to a depth of 2,020 fathoms, 
and drawn up again. It was then found that the 
copper wall of the case was bulged and bent in- 
wards opposite the place where the glass tube 
lay, just as if it had been crumpled inwards by 
being violently squeezed. The glass tube itself, 
within its flannel wrapper, was found when with- 
drawn, reduced to a fine powder, like snow al- 
most "—Nofes by a Naturalist on the <n 
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lenger.” 

A PrRosPEROUS CHARITY.—The large amount 
of money given by George Peabody to the City of 
London, to erect model lodging houses for work- 
ing people, has been so well managed. that within 
three or four years the sum of eighty thousand 
pounds was accumulated as surplus income in 
the hands of its Trustees. With this, nine dif 
ferent plots of ground have been purchased, and 
upon them new dwellings have been constructed ; 
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so that, altogether, ‘wenty thousand persons are 
now accommodated, under this charity, with com- 
ortable and healthy homes. The average earnings 
of the adults in this number are not more than 
seven dollars and a half a week. There is no 
doubt that temperance, health and morality are 
greatly promoted by this noble charity. 
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IN THE LAST number of Friends’ Quarterly 
Examiner is an account by Alfred Wright of the 
opening of a meeting-house at Almeley in Here- 
fordshire. This meeting-house was built about 
two hundred years ago, and when its whole space 
is occupied will accommodate about one hundred 
people. It had been closed for many years as a 
place of worship for Friends, and had meanwhile 
been used for some time by the Primitive Metho- 
dists, who now have a larger new chapel near. 

Last summer a series of five meetings was 
held ; at first the attendance was small, but after- 
wards crowded. Christians of all denominations 
attended, the minister of the Established Church 
among them, who preached and prayed. Two 
other series of meetings were held, and in Tenth 
month last a meeting for worship was opened 
which is attended by members of other meetings, 
but is not wholly dependent on them. 

Thus one after another closed meeting-houses 
are being re-opened in England, and it really 
looks as if the Lord in this respect was turning 
again the captivity of our Zion. 





-- —— 


A CORRESPONDENT calls our attention to the 
recent remark of a contemporary weekly paper 
to the effect that, in reference to oaths, George 
Fox did not interpret Scripture in accordance with 


common sense ; the intention of our Saviour and | dangers and horrors of a state of war, and e 
the Apostle James being merely to prohibit pro | pecially of war between kinsmen. 


fane, but not judicial swearing. This is an old 
assertion, and the only escape that can be thought 
of from the plain language of Holy Writ. But it 


is not a fair or sufficient escape ; as the words of 


our Lord clearly refer to solemn oaths ( Matt. v. 
33—37), which, “as was said by them of old 
time,” were to be Jerformed unto the Lord. 
Moreover, the positive injunction which follows 
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: 
covers the whole ground; leaving no room for 


any exception in connection with legal or any 
other occasions. “ But let your speech be, Yea, 
yea; Nay, nay; and whatsoever is more than 
these is of the evil one.” (R. V.)* 

It is well always to be guarded against undue 
literaiism in our understanding of Scripture. But 


*See also James v. 12, 
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ea 
here the position always taken by Friends api conse 
pears to be impregnable as to the real meani of thi 
of the Author of Christianity ; and the tendency of sentn 
legislation of late years has been more and More, oe 
in England and in this country, in the direction of Sir 
omitting, or at least allowing the omission of jy. Presi 
dicial and other formal oaths. Much experience gres 
has shown that they do not really strengthen the it is 
sense of obligation, in most men, to tell the truth, able 
Whoever is restrained, by a sincere scruple of suck 
conscience, from taking an oath, may be expected, hate 
under the same principle, to be entirely truthful it er 
without it. And one who is careless of veracity but 
in the absence of such a test, will only need a whe 
strong temptation to overcome his hesitation be. gra 
fore the crime of perjury. witl 
a tho 
A PROPOSED PEACE CONGRESS.—The late at 
Secretary of State, James G. Blaine, with the ab 
concurrence first of President Garfield and then the 
of President Arthur, issued an invitation to all the me 
independent governments on the American con 49 
tinent, each to send two Commissioners to a con- in 
gress to be held in Washington, “ for the purpose HH 4, 
of agreeing on such basis of arbitration as would th 








remove all possibility of war in the Western Hen. 
isphere,” between the Powers represented. The 
date of this congress was to have been Eleventh 
mo, 22d, 1882. 


The circular of invitation states that, “For 
some years past a growing disposition has been 
manifested by certain States of Central and South 
America, to refer disputes affecting grave ques 
tions of international re!ationship and boundaries 
to arbitration rather than to the sword.”..., 

“The existence of this growing tendency con 
vinces the President that the time is ripe for a 
proposal that shall enlist the good-will and active 
co-operation of all the States of the Western Hen- 
isphere, both North and South, in the interest of 
humanity and for the common weal of nations, 
He conceives that none of the governments of 
America can be less alive than our own to the 




























































































He is sure 
that none of the chiefs of government on the con- 
tinent can be less sensitive than he is to the sacred 
duty of making every endeavor to do away with 
the chances of fratricidal strife, and he looks with 
hopeful confidence to such active assistance from 
them as will serve to show the broadness of our 
common humanity, the strength of the ties which 
bind us all together as a great and harmonious 
system of American commonwealths.” , 
The circular suggests that “The attention of 
the Congress shall be strictly confined to this 
one great object, and its sole aim shall be to seek 
a way of permanently averting the horrors of 4 
cruel and bloody contest between countries often 
est of one blood and speech, or the even worst 
calamity of internal commotion and civil strife; 
tha: it shall regard the burdensome and far-reach- 
ing consequences of such struggle, the legacies 
exhausted finances, of oppressive debt, of paral- 
yzed industries, of devastated fields, of ruthless 
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conscriptions, of the slaughter of men, of the grief 
of the widow and the orphan, of embittered re- 
sentments that long survive those who provoked 
them, and heavily afflict the innocent generations 
that come after.” 


Since the accession of Secretary Frelinghuysen, 
President Arthur has decided to place upon Con- 
gress the responsibility of such an invitation, and 
it is little probable that that body will take favor- 
able action upon the proposal, But the fact that 
such an invitation was issued is a proof that a 
hatred of the brutal nature of war and the miseries 
it entails, begins to influence not alone obscure 
but tender-hearted men and women, but also men 
who are leaders of nations. The sense of the 
grave incompatibility of international slaughter 
with the religion of Christ is deepening, and al- 
though the hour may be delayed, the same appli- 
cation of Christian principles which has so nearly 
abolished slavery in all Christendom will lead to 
the settlement of international questions by legal 
methods. As other questions now claiming atten. 
tion are satisfactorily settled, Christian statesmen, 
inspired by a noble and holy ambition, will seek 
to spread the reign of peace, and be sustained in 
their measures by the common consent of an en- 
lightened Christian conscience. 


GERMAN POLITICS.—A correspondent in Ger- 
many, under date Berlin, First mo, 14th, 1882, 
writes: There has been much stir of late over the 
Imperial Rescript, signed by Bismarck, (its real 
author,) informing the people that his officials are 
the executors of his personal will, and are expect- 
ed to work for the Government alone in the elec- 
tions, and that the Emperor's ministers perform 
his will in their official actions, and as according 
to the Prussian Corstitution “the person of the 
Emperor is invic'able,” they may not attack him 
or his actions, 

This was to subdue the Liberal party. It is 
thought very doubtful whether the Emperor and 
the Premier can maintain such a rigid control as 
this rescript indicates, without centering the atten- 
tion of the people upon foreign affairs, and as 
they have done on two other occasions, entering 
upon war to unite the people and quiet complaints 
at home. 

But the people must have more liberty some 
time, and I hope it may not be a bloody revolu- 
tion that leads to it. The Government seems to 
tegard the people as children who cannot and 
‘ought not to think for themselves. Hence it owns 
and controls the railroads, telegraphs, horse-car 
railways and other enterprises which would stimu- 
late action and invention, Bismarck would also 
give the Government a monopoly of some kinds 
of trade, as that in tobacco, and then invent means 
tocare for the poor, meanwhile, as the Liberals 


say, multiplying the poor by closing against them 
avenues of labor or trade which should enable 
them to care for themselves. 

On the other hand, the greatest objection to the 
Liberals, whose political principles are generally 
commendable, is that so many of them are in- 
clined to an extreme of social democracy, and 
have no sympathy with religion. If they had a 
great Christian leader like Gladstone they would 
do much for Germany, but they seem to have no 
statesman of great genius, 


= 


VERY MANY persons will regret the announced 
failure of Thomas Hughes’ Rugby Colony in 
Tennessee. There was, it is true, something rather 
utopian in the project, and unpractical in the 
manner of endeavoring to carry it out, A number 
of those who formed the colony were persons who 
wished for an Arcadia to enjoy, with lit:le or no 
trouble, much less hard work, for themse'ves or 
others. If there be places anywhere in which, 
without already abounding wealth, this is practi- 
cable, it would seem that there are none such in 
the United States. Yet we must lament that so 
generous a purpose, on the part of such a man as 
Thomas Hughes, has met with heavy disappoint- 
ment. 

AN EXTRAORDINARY mode of treatment of Mor- 
mon polygamy has lately been proposed; the 
more remarkable, for having been suggested by 
a prominent minister of the Gospel: namely, for 
the United States Government to crush it out 
at once by a sufficient armed force. A wiser 
clergyman, Dr. John Hall, after a personal 
visit to Utah, has set forth some of the mani- 
fest objections to such a procedure. Were the 
Christianity of the people of the United States 
generally stronger and purer, its overgrowth 
would exercise a power to extinguish Mormon in- 
stitutions a hundredfold greater than that of the 
rifle and the bayonet. There is, however, some- 
thing naturally self-destructive in such a system 
as theirs, which can hardly outlast another gen- 
eration, 


-- 


BOOK NOTICES. 


Tue Seventeenth Annual Report of\ the New 
Jersey State Reform Schoo! for Juvenile Delin- 
quents, for 1881, states that 356 boys havé been in 
the school during the year, varying in age at ad- 
mission from 7 to 18 years. Of the go sent out, 58 
were returned to relatives and friends, 23 put out 
to farmers, or other work ; 5 escaped ; 1 was com- 
mitted to jail; 2 died and 1 was sent to a school 
for teeble-minded children. 

The boys are kept in five family organizations ; 
are trained in the elements of an English educa- 
tion, and work at farming, brick-making, shirt- 
making and tailoring. 
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New Jersey sustains also an Industrial School 
for Girls, where 50 have been cared for during 
1881, and the Trustees state “that the reformation 
of our girls from evil habits has been eminently 
satisfactory.” Many of the girls are indentured 
upon leaving the school; the demand for them is 
greater than the supply, and they have generally 
given satisfaction to their employers. 


HIDDEN Spr:nGs. By Anna Shipton, Willard 
Tract Repository. 921 Arch St., Philadelphia. 
Price 75 cents. 

In this volume incidents are given to illustrate 
such subjects as the benefit of separation from the 
spirit of the world ; private retirement for medita- 
tion and cemmuning withGod ; prayer; the service 
of secluded or invalid believers; the blessings of 
trial ; and walking with God in inward attention to 
the guidance of His words, of His providences, 
and the impressions of the Holy Spirit. Many 
passages of Scripture receive fresh light from the 
author's pen, and the book is fitted to be helpful 
in many ways, 


NOTICE. 


EDWARD A, FREEMAN, of England, will de- 
liver an address at Haverford College, Third mo. 
Ist, at 4 P. M., on “‘ The Origin, Use and Abuse of 
the English Language.” Friends of the College 
are invited to attend. 

Trains leave Broad and Filbert streets at 2.45 


and 3.15 P. M.; returning, leave College Station 
at 5.49 P. M. 


The “Pennsylvania Institution for the Instruc- 
tion of the Blind” will receive applicants between 
the ages of 10 and 25. 

The “Pennsylvania Working Home for Blind 
Men” will receive those between the ages of 25 
and 50, to learn trades and receive employment 
therein. 

And the “Pennsylvania Industrial Home for 
Blind Women” will instruct and employ blind 
females of 21 years and upwards. 

The last two institutions are supported mainly 
‘by legacies and benevolent contributions. 

It is very certain that a large number of the 
blind in the counties know nothing about these 
institutions; and also that very many who do 
know of them have not had the friendly hand to 
prepare the way for their coming here, 

It is obviously the kind office of every good citi- 
zen and certainly the official duty of the Guardians 
of the Poor, to look faithfully into this matter. 

WILLIAM CHAPIN, 
Principal of the Pennsylvania Institution for the 
Instruction of the Blind; 
H. L. HALL, 
Superintendent of the Pennsylvania Working 
Home for Blind Men, 


Ricumonp, Inp., Second mo. 3d, 1882. 

THE Executive Committee on Foreign Missions 
of Indiana Yearly Meeting, finding their means 
insufficient for the support of the Mexican Mis- 
sion, appeal to Friends for means, We have 
drawn and expended the appropriation of Indiana 
Yearly Meeting and the contributions received, 
except about $500, which sum is only sufficient to 
support the mission until the end of the Fifth mo. 
The great value and rapid extension of this work 
have been fully set forth in our published reports 


and letters, and have heretofore been appreciated 
and the work liberally sustained by Friends, We 
would urge all who have heretofore aided us, to 
send in contributions at once, and those who have 
not, to now make a beginning. Please send to 
Benjamin Webb, Treasurer of Indiana Yearly 
Meeting, Richmond, Ind, 
On behalf of the Committee, 
CHARLES H. Corrtn, 
Secretary pro tem, 


eens 


DIED. 


SNELL.—At Oakland, California, on the 224 
of Eleventh mo., 1881, Richard Snell. He was 
born at Darton, Yorkshire, England, on the 17th 
of Ninth mo., 1796. 

Across the Atlantic as a boy of four, he brought 
a physical frame and constitution well-fitted to 
cope with the difficulties and endure the priva- 
tions of pioneer life, and in the forests of Pennsyl. 
vania and New York he “ was famous according as 
he had lifted up axes upon the thick trees.” Again 
in older life, he brought a rising: family to lowa, 
and helped to build up a “city” on the prairies, 
Twice was he deprived of the loved sharer in his 
joys and sorrows, and again a year ago of his 
eldest daughter. After this last bereavement he 
moved to Oakland, most of his remaining chil- 
dren being settled there. He united himself with 
Friends in New York State in his early manhood, 
and was an earnest advocate and supporter of the 
various Christian and philanthropic institutions 
of the Society. Himself of renewed heart and 
mind, he earnestly sought to induce and strengthen 
the same life in others; and in his later years es- 
pecially it was manifest that his path was “as the 
shining light that shineth more and more unto 
the perfect day.” Thus he was abreast of the 
church's advancement in knowledge and effort, 
and was not easily offended by anything new, In 
life he lived in Jesus; in death he peacefully fell 
asleep in Him. The following extract from a no- 
tice of him in the “Oakland Evening Tribune” 
may be of interest to Friends: 

“ One year ago he came in his beautiful serene 
old age to spend his last days under the sunny 
skies of California, his children’s home.... There 
are many of us who will miss amid the getting 
and spending of our busy life the cordial greeting 
and the cheerful smile of the dear old man who 
walked so contentedly among us. Interested still 
in the affairs of this life, his intellect clear and 
keen to the last, but ready and more than willing 


to go to the sunnier clime and dearer home that 
awaited him above. 


‘To us his heart, his love, his griefs were given; 
But all his serious thoughts had rest in heaven,’" 

BRAITHWAITE.—On the 21st of First month, 
1882, at the Vicarage, Chipping Campden, Glou- 
cestershire, England, Robert Braithwaite, fourth 
surviving son of the late Isaac and Anna Braith- 
waite, of Kendal, Westmoreland, England, aged 
65 years. 

His life of the late William Pennefather may 
be known to some of the readers of Friends’ Re- 
view. Though he had ceased for many years to 
be united in membership with our Religious So- 
ciety, and had subsequently retired from business, 
in order to devote himself exclusively to the work 
of the ministry in “the Church of England,” he 
always looked back with thankfulness to the reli- 
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‘us training which he had received amongst 
friends, under his beloved parents in early life, 
ind continued to cherish a warm feeling of Chris- 
jan interest for the Society and its members, 
Speaking to one of his brothers a few days before 
ie died, he said, ‘‘ Let Christ and Christ alone be 
your continual theme. It is such a time as this 
that puts Christianity to the test, Nothing but a 
jiving faith in our living Redeemer will do for us 
ypona dying bed. I used to think that I under- 
ood something of the Gospel. But in this illness 
Ihave been taught to realize as I never did be- 
fre my Own utter unworthiness and the inex- 
haustible depth of that love of Christ;which passeth 
knowledge.” 


WEEDEN.—Suddenly, in Philadelphia, on the 
uth of First mo., 1832, Phebe Weeden, widow of 
the late Samuel Weeden, nearly 84 years of age. 
Shewas a beloved member of Butternuts Monthly 
Meeting of Friends, N. Y. Although the summons 
came suddenly, yet her friends were favored with 
an evidence that an entrance was granted her into 
one of those mansions prepared for the righteous. 
“Blessed is that servant whom when his Lord 
cometh He shall find watching.” 


MITCHELL.—In Philadelphia, on the roth of 
Seventh mo., 1881, Phebe Hull, widow of the late 
Obed Mitchell, aged 75 years ; a member of Phila- 
delphia Monthly Meeting of Friends. 

HAWORTH.—On First month gth, 1882, at 
his residence near Ackworth, Iowa, of a lingering 
disease, Moorman Haworth, in his 81st year, a 
member of Ackworth Monthly Meeting. Fora 
number of years he had been a faithful member 
ofthe Society of Friends, being converted under 
the preaching of his grandfather at the age of 30 
years, In contemplating the life and departure 
ofthis dear grandfather, we inay say in truth that 
his was a beautiful life and triumphant death. 
Having believed and lived strictly according to the 
religious principles and doctrines of the Society of 
Friends, he left the brightest of evidence that he 
was not only prepared, but willing to meet his 
Saviour. He often said he wanted to go home that 
be might rest. 


SMITH.—On Second month 2d, 1882, Rebecca 
W. Smith, aged 74 years, a member of Philadel- 
phia Monthly Meeting for the Western District. 
- are the pure in heart, for they shall see 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


THE American Board sent out last year forty 
tew missionaries, including nine ordained men, 
‘wo physicians and thirteen married ladies. Fif- 


a laborers of both sexes were sent to Africa 
alone, 


THE oppression of the Jews in Russia has been 
attended with fearful cruelty and outrage. The 
London Times tells that from the Baltic to the 
Black Sea there has been a scene of horror only 
tqualled in the midst of war, or in medizval 
mes, “Men ruthlessly murdered, tender infants 
dashed to death or roasted alive in their own 
omes, women suffering worse than death, these 
have been the deeds with which the population of 
Southern Russia has been stained since last April.” 
lnElizabethgrad 500 houses and 100 shops and 
Property worth 2,000,000 roubles were stolen or 


ruined in two days. At Moscow, lying placards 
were posted, stating that the Czar had given to 
the Orthodox the property of the Jews, and led to 
systematic attempts at spoliation of the latter. At 
Kief, after most brutal murder and outrages upon 
the Jews, 2000 survivors were left shelterless. 


BisHop CROWTHER reports that the average 
First-day congregations at the stations on the 
Niger now amount together to 3,472 souls, of 
whom he reckons 1,599 as native Christians and 
451 as communicants, 

THE French Waldenses seriously contemplate 
removing to Algiers. The valleys of Fressiniéres 
and Queyras may have served a good purpose in 
past centuries by offering a retreat from violent 
persecution to those whom their relentless enemies 
would not suffer to live in peace in any less hos- 
pitable region. But mountain heights, where 
winter reigns for nearly three-quarters of the year, 
are no fit abode for men and women and children, 
In spite of every exertion the most industrious 
cannot but see poverty and possible starvation 
staring them in the face, and preparations are 
being made accordingly for an exodus to Algiers. 


THERE are now in North China about 100 vil- 
lages where there are natives who have declared 
themselves disciples of Christ, and in as many as 
thirty centres they meet on First-days for worship 
and the study of the Scriptures. 

Sirk RICHARD TEMPLE stated lately at a Church 
Missionary Society meeting at Sheffield that there 
were 400,000 native Christians in India, and 200,- 
ooo heathen scholars in Mission schools, while the 
expenditure on Missions in India was £409,00)a 
year, or only sixteen shillings per head per an- 
num. 


- 2 


THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON. 


——s 


FIRST QUARTER. 
Third month r2th, 1882, 


Mark v. 1—20. 


Lesson xt. 
POWER OVER EVIL SPIRITS. 


Gotpen Text.—" For this purpose the Son of God was mani- 
foot that he might destroy the works of the devil.’’"—Joha 
jU- 

The time was immediately after the events of 
last lesson, and the place on the eastern shore of 
the Sea of Galilee. Refer to the accounts in Matt, 
viii. 23—34, and Luke viii. 26—40. 

This lesson shows that man is the object of in- 
sidious attack by evil spirits whom he may ac- 
cept and entertain to his ruin. He is also the ob- 
ject of the unspeakable love of God, who in Christ 
seeks to save him, and deliver him from all the 
powers of evil. 


1. And they came over unto the other stde of 
the sea, into the country of the Gadarenes. (And 
they came to the other side of the sea, into the 
country of the Gerasenes. R.V.) Dr. Thomson 
(see “ The Land and the Book,”) found the\ruins 
of a city, not large, but with considerable suburbs, 
called once Gergesa, now Chersa or Gersa.\ It 
lies on the east side of the lake, close to the sea, 
and opposite Capernaum. ‘‘ Directly above it is 
an immense mountain, in which are ancient tombs, 
The lake is so near the base of the mountain that 
the swine rushing madly down could not stop, but 
would ~be hurried on into the water and be 
drowned.” 

2. And when he was come out of the ship, (boat, 
straightway R. V.) immediately there met him 
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out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit. 
Matthew says there were two men, but the one 
who was most prominent only is mentioned by 
Mark. He was possessed by, or under the power 
of an evil spirit dwelling in him, and may have 
been insane beside. 

3. Who had his dwelling among (in R. V.) the 
tombs: and no man could (any more R. V ) bind 
hign, no, not with chains (a chain. R.V.) These 
tombs were caves inthe rocky mountain side, either 
natural or cut out by hand, and had cells at the 
sides cut in to receive the bodies of the dead. 
Travellers in the East now sometimes lodge in 
such caves or abandoned tombs. He had formerly 
been kept bound with chains, but seems to have 
grown worse, so that he could no longer be kept 
bound. 

¢. Because that he had often been bound with 
Jetters and chaims, and the chains had been 
plucked (rent R. V.) asunder by him, and the 
Setters broken in pieces: neither could any man 
tame him, (And no man had strength to tame 
him. R. if He acted like a fierce maniac, 
hating his fellow-men, and showing great strength, 
as maniacs sometimes do. 

¢. And always, night and day, he was in the 
mountains, and in the tombs, crying and cutting 
himself with stones. (In the tombs and in the 
mountains, he was crying out. R. V) As is 
often the case with maniacs, he was much awake 
at night, and injured himself by cutting his flesh, 
and wore no clothes. Such cases of possession 
are not so common or severe as in our Saviour'’s 
time, as might be expected from Zech. xiii. 2; 
I John iii. 8; but they do sometimes occur, 
where devilishness and insanity are so much alike 
or so combined that it is difficult to distinguish 
them, If people give place to their evil passions, 
their bodies may become diseased and the home 
ot unclean spirits, 

6, But when he saw Fesus afar off, (from afar 
R. V ) he ran and worshipped him. He seems 
to have seen our Lord coming in the boat and to 
have rushed furiously to the shore to meet Him. 
He seems to have been stopped by our Lord's 
presence, and to have fallen at His feet in awe 
and terror. 

7. And cried with a loud voice, and said, What 





have I to do with thee, Fesus, thou Son of the\ fell to him that was possessed with the devil, and 


Most High God? (And crying out with a loud 
voice, he saith, &c. R.V.) As on other occa- 
sions, the devils knew the character and power. of 
Christ, asthe Son of God. J adjure thee by God, 
that thou(R. V. omits that thou) torment me 
mot. \tis the man who speaks ashe is moved by 
the evil spirit, who feared to be disturbed by Christ 
and ordered to the abyss. The unclean spirit, 
dreading torture after expulsion from the man, 
appeals in the name of God for respite. 

8. And he said unto him, Come out of the man, 
thou unclean spirit. (Come forth, thou unclean 
spirit, out of the man. R. V.) Christ’s word 
stopped the ravings of the demon and brought 
him prostrate to His feet, but did not instantly 
cause his coming out. 

9. And he asked him, What is thy name? That 
is, the name of the spirit, And he answered, say- 
ing, (And he saith unto him, R. V.) My name is 
Legion, for we are many. The spirit said, we are 
many, for a host of evil powers, so to speak, pos- 
sessed the man. 

10. And he besought him much, that he would 


Sled, and told it in the city, and in the country. 
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not send them away out of the country. Thede 
moniac man ged that the evil spirits might re. 
main in that dark heathenish part of the land 
Ps, Ixxiv. 20. 
11, Now there was there, nigh unto the mouy, 
tain, (on the mountain side R. V.) a great herj 
of swine feeding. The flesh of swine was forbid. 










































en as food by Moses’ law. Lev. xi. 7. Arul - hin 
of the Rabbins forbade keeping swine to the Jews, Il jow g7 
Swine’s flesh is thought to be unwholesome in ho Il gnd Aa! 
countries. fered hi 
12. And all the devils (And they R. V.) bel gnio th 
sought him, saying, Send us into the swine, that the Lo 
we may enter into them, They preferred to dwell Il qercy ¢ 
in men, but if they could not do this, to enter into MM from hi 
beasts rather than into their “own place.” They IM his soci 
may have felt some affinity with the unclean fi and to 
swine, messer 
13. And forthwith Fesus gave them leu 20. - 
(And he gave, &c. RV.) Jesus was Lord over all Hand 6 
and had a right to do as He pleased with the IM things 
swine. And the unclean spirits went (came RV) HE gil me 
out, and entered into the swine: and the herd ran @ hid th 
violently (rushed R. V.) down a (the R. V.) steep HH for it 
place into the sea, (they were about two thow @® there’ 
sand), and were choked in the sea. (Jn number heart 
about two thousand, R. V.) The very swine MM your 
became frantic under the possession, and rushed De 






into the lake. 
14. And they that fed the swine (them R. \,) 







And they went out (came R. V.) 10 see what it was 
that was done. The swineherds fled in all di 
rections to town and country with their strange 
story. 

15. And they come to Fesus, and see him that 
was possessed with the devil, and had the legion, 
sitting, and clothed, and in his right mind : and 
they were afraid. (And behola him that was 
possessed with the devils sitting, clothed. R.V) 
What a contrast! An hour before the man was 
Satan’s slave, raving, crazy, brutal, fierce, self 
hating, naked; now calm, in his right mind, 
clothed and peacefully sitting at the feet of his 
Saviour, a new man in Christ. Yet these poor 
people felt only selfish and superstitious fear of 


































Jesus. i 
16, And they that saw it told them how it be all 
also concerning the swine. (Declared unto them "7 
how it befell him that was possessed with devils. 
R. V.) The story of the healing of the man and 
the saving of a soul was finished by telling the ti 
citizens of the loss of their swine, and that settled : 
the matter. P 
17. And they began to pray him to depart @ 
of their coasts. (And they began to beseech him b 
to depart from their borders. R. V.) One of the 
saddest verses in the Bible. There was Jesus— d 











the very God had come to them in all His power, 
love and human sympathy, to heal and bless 
them, but their swine were gone, and they begged 
Jesus to go away. Do we now ever beg Him to 
go away? Ignorant and with no desire to be de- 
livered from their sins, the presence of the Holy 
One was distasteful to them, They “said to God, 
Depart from us: and what can the Almighty do 
for them?” Job xxii. 17.' 

18. And when he was come into the ship, kt 
that had been possessed with the devil prayed 
him that he might be with him, (And as hea 
tered into the boal, he that had been possessed 
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with devils besought him, &c. R.V.) The poor 
jealed man might well fear a relapse, and desire 
io be near Jesus, His gratitude and love, too, 
made him wish to be ever in His presence. He 
gould cling to Him when his people desired Him 
leave. 

. 19. Howbeit Fesus suffered him not, but saith 
unto him, Go home to thy friends, and tell them 
jow great things the Lord hath done for thee, 
and hath had compassion on thee. (And he suf- 
fered him not, but saith unto him, Go to thy house 
ynto thy friends, and tell them how great things 
the Lord hath done for thee, and how he had 
mercy on thee. R.V.) The man long separated 
fom his home was to go to his family to renew 
his social ties and duties, show that he was well, 
andto become a herald of the gospel, the first 
messenger of it to Gentiles. 

20. And he debarted, (went on his way R. V.) 
and began to publish in Decapolis how great 
things Fesus had (hath R. V.) done for him ; and 
allmen did marvel Often our Lord had to for- 
bid those He healed from telling of His miracles, 
for it caused crowds and excitement: but here 
there was no such danger, and the man with full 
heart began to tell all of his cure and of the “Sa- 
viour he had found.” 

Decapolis, or 4en Yowns, was a district so called 
fom ten chief towns in it, of which Gerasa was 
one. 

SUGGESTIONS. 


1, This lesson teaches us the depth of misery 
and degradation to which, through joining with 
Satan, our poor humanity may sink; and also 
how, through the power of Christ, who took our 
nature, we may be raised to right reason, holiness 
and health of soul. 

2, What we see in the world is not all—there 
are unseen powers of evil, and also the ever- 
present Spirit of God, and we have to choose 
whether we will have Christ by His Spirit to come 
and dwell in our hearts, or these powers of Satan, 

3. The devils knew Christ and shuddered. Let 
us trust His love and power, and ask Him to 
make us His, 

4. Christ can not only calm the sea, but the 
mind and heart. Give all to Him, that He may 
fll us with peace, and order all our thoughts 
aright, 

5. The devils asked—their request was granted, 
and brought mischief to themselves. 

6. The Gadarenes, loving ‘heir swine and igno- 
rant of God’s mercy and love, prayed also, Their 
prayer was granted, and Jesus went away. , 

7. The healed man prayed, and his prayer was 
not granted just as he had asked, but something 
better for himself and others was given. 

a In prayer ask that in all God's will may be 
one. 

9. The healed man preached what he knew by 
experience. Christ has been rejected by the world 
and has gone to heaven. He asks us, from whom 
He has cast out sin, to remain on earth and show 
by our lives and tell to others how great things 
He has done for us, 


UnDER the new Russian license law the num- 
tof liquor saloons will be greatly decreased. 
ere two or three villages are near each other, 
one central saloon, under the management of an 
oficial paid from the public purse, will be pro- 


vided for the district; and this will be the only 
drinking saloon tolerated, 


TEMPERANCE. 


J. Ellen Foster, of lowa, represented the Wo- 
man’s National Christian Temperance Union be- 
fore the Select Committee on Alcoholic Liquors 
of the House of Representatives, J. T. Wait, ,of 
Connecticut, chairman, Second mo. 8th. The 
speaker addressed the committee as follows: 

There are before you petitions numerously 
signed by women asking for an amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States forever pro- 
hibiting the importation, manufacture and sale of 
all intoxicating liquors, These women are citi- 
zens of the United States and of the several States 
from which you come, and they do thus petition 
the Government for a redress of grievances. 

“ What these grievancesare I need not enumer- 
ate. They are confessed by all, They are re- 
corded in the annual destruction of grain that 
ought to be used as food, in the injury to labor 
that otherwise might increase the nation's wealth, 
in the burden of taxation incurred because of the 
pauperism, insanity and crime caused directly 
and indirectly by the use of intoxicating liquors, 
in the general demoralization to society conse- 
quent upon the traffic in these liquors, in the po- 
litical corruption of which this traffic is the con- 
tinued cause and the ever ready accomplice. 

“ In the consideration of these grievances wom- 
en are no more concerned than men; in ma- 
terial prosperity of the country, in the political 
purity of the Government, they have an equal in- 
terest; but there are’ grievances which more 
heavily press upon women, and more loudly 
plead for redress. Of the home woman isthe ac- 
knowledged conservator of its interests. The 
use of intoxicating liquors imperils or destroys 
every interest of the home, and the traffic in in- 
toxicating liquors is the arsenal of weapons, the 
fortress of supplies by which this use is fastened 
upon the home, upon society, upon the State and 
Nation. Gentlemen of the Committee, may not 
women petition for a redress of these grievances? 
What else can woman do? She cannot by direct 
political influence make legislators who shall set 
the strong arm of the law against the traffic. She 
can plead, but she cannot enforce her plea with 
the stimulant of hope of reward or: the tonic of 
fear of punishment. Pardon, me, gentlemen, if 
there be an implied imputation of susceptibility 
to such stimulants or tonics. Thus do I urge you 
to a more careful, if possible, consideration of the 
prayer of these petitioners than you would give 
if they were citizens who might otherwise enforce 
their claims. 

“We are well aware that the several States are 
sovereign in their power to deal with the manu- 
facture and sale of intoxicating liquors; that they 
may, by constitutional statutory law, absdlutely 
prohibit the traffic; but we also know that they 
cannot control the importation and inter-com- 
merce in these beverages, and the presence of 
these liquors within the territory of the States, 
though they receive no direct protection of the 
General Government, does embarrass very greatly 
the operation of State laws, 

“ The recognition of the traffic by taxation does 
give it dignity, and that whieh should be branded 
as an outlaw, demands a representation of its in- 
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terests in the Congress of the United States on the| A little past.noon on the next day we reacheg 
basis of revenue paid to the Treasury of the | Bagdad, where we were warmly welcomed } 
United States, and thus a traffic which is in some | our hospitable friends Jesus Valdez and family 
of the States absolutely prohibited, and in all is| who seemed as glad to have us with them asjs 
under the restraint of police regulations, claims|the case among Friends in other lands, where 
the General Government as an ally to the extent|Christian hospitality is proverbial. We were 
of the tax received. surprised to learn that the steamer had not ye 
“Such a variance of interests in the spirit of |reached Tampico, where it entered a day later 
State and national legislation can but tend to dis-| and owing to a severe norther the har became 
integration—not to union. ; ‘ ; . |impassable and it was detained four days, 
“The General Government is the creature of| ‘ Still other disappointing delays occurred until 
the State governments ; it must do no violence to | on the 2oth, a telegram from Tampico assured ys 
them by an abuse of even the spirit of its derived | that the “Asturias ” was on her way, and at noon 



























































































wers, of the 21st, we again went down to the river and ~ 
“The abolition of the liquor traffic is the | were soon on board the “ Anita” which unfastened TH 
proper subject of constitutional law, for the reason | her moorings, and a favorable wind took us down maxi 
of its broad and general relation to all the in-|to the old anchorage of Bagdad, where in 186, ait 
terests of the body politic. Judged by the test of }there was a city of 8,000 inhabitants on the Div 
other amendments, it more than equals them in| Mexican bank and a flourishing village, Clarks al,” 
dignity and significance.” ville, on the American shore. Hurricanes and a seer 
change of trade to former channels, have left noth. Seal 
iL. eX eer. Sh eee 1 _.  |ing but a howling waste, where prairie wolves Hi 1s 
CO R R ES PO N D ENCE rule over the land and sharks usurp the domain of al 
* _|of the river and sea. Ona sand hill where Bag. ' 
____———————— _ ==" \dad stood is a solitary guard house, where the te 
WE take the following extracts from a letter | custom officers remain while a ship is in port, but . 
da‘ed Matamoras, Mexico, First mo. 25th, 18s2:] at once return to the new village when the ship ' 
Our friend Louis Street, Secretary of the Foreign | has sailed. On the Americdn bank the ruins of ue 











Mission Committee of Indiana Yearly Meeting, | the wharf, the roof under which a self-important 
has been with us over a month, and this being the | pilot, who is really nothing but a wrecker, lives, 
first visit made to this mission by any minister |is all that is left of Clarksville. 

from the home church, it has been highly appre- 





























































We had expected to see the “ Asturias” at day- ] 
ciated by our native members, particularly our | light and only brought a light lunch, but she did Fr 
ministerial laborers. not arrive, and a norther had begun to blow long ha 

The work is going on quite favorably again, | before dawn, and it was evident that she could M 
but the delays incident to transfer of laborers to| not communicate unless she arrived promptly, Tt 
the Southern Mission have thrown our visits there | Seventeen passengers, and about an equal num W 
into the wei season,when travel by land is hindered | ber of officers and sailors, now found themselves ot 
by muddy plains, and farther south by flooded! without food on a desolate coast, and the wind 
streams. contrary, hindering our return to the village. 

As our friend W A. Walls, expected togo South} A herd of cattle was grazing on the salty plain, 
soon after Indiana Yearly Meeting . and|and a lawyer being on board it was decided to 
there came a notice that Louis Street was liberated | kill one and pay the owner on the return of some 
by his Monthly Meeting, we determined to await |of the party to the village, the proper valuation 
his arrival, so that I could interpret for him in my | by the best judges having been made so asto 
intended visit South to assist the brethren at|have it in full legal form. About one o'clock, 


Gomez Farias in organizing a Monthly Meeting. | P. M., when the party was roasting the beef, the 

Louis Street reached here on the 15th of Twelfth | “ Asturias" came in sight, but the rough sea would 
month, and W. A. Walls and wife left here in a|not permit our boat to cross the bar, and in less 
carriage by land on the 23d of the same. We | than half an hour the “Asturias” lowered her flag 
were to take the heavier part of his goods by | and turned her prow toward Tampico, a sign that 
steamer to Tampico, and thence to Tancasnequi | some circumstance on board made it impossible 
where he would meet us. Some rains hindered | for her to await the abatement of the gale in order 
his march; one day by hard work they only|to receive us on board. We found the wind 
advanced one league, and on the 3d of the present | favorable to return to Bagdad, where Louis Street 
month he had only reached Jimenez, four days | determined to await the next trip of the “ City of 
journey from Matamoras. Merida” on the 7th prox., the last chance to reach 

Louis Street remained here and was present at | the Southern mission unless he await the close of 
our school exercises on the 24th of Twelfth month, | the rainy season, which he can hardly attempt to 
and attended the public school examinations of | do owing to other labors to which he is liberated. 
this city, and was at our Monthly Meeting on the| Having spent two weeks in trying to embark, 
7th inst. it was evident that 1 could not wait two weeks 

Notice was given on the roth, that the steamer | longer in Bagdad and still attempt to go South, 
Asturias had left Vera Cruz, expecting to be at|}as an absence of over six weeks would very 
Bagdad on the 13th. We purchased our tickets, | seriously interrupt the progress ot our book work. 
had our freight bills signed, and on that day left | Aside from this my health had become more pre 
for our port thirty miles away. carious, and to remain where there was neither 

We found the roads {if we be permitted to| physician nor druggist would be very imprudent, 
apply that name to the trails across the plains,) | On returning, I found the roads much worse than 
on which I am not aware of a single effort at| when we went, and it was evident that a journey 
working them ever undertaken, except by those | by land at this season would be utterly impractr 
who traverse them, cable, as the soft alluvial soil for one hundred and 
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twenty miles south of Matamoras would be as/| and a small hall in the rear. On the second floor 
dificult to traverse as that between this city and | are rooms of various sizes for classes and meet- 
Bagdad, Truly thy Friend, ings, and in the top story, rooms intended for the 
SAMUEL A. PURDIE. | lodging of single men. The Hall is used by the 
Redford Institute First-day School and Home 
In reference to Phil. ii. 12,1 wish to say that} Mission Association. 
the Greek word may not improperly be translated| This Associaticn has now a Mission Meeting 
“Work out,” the change of this English ex- | with 166 members. They hold monthly meetings 
pression into “ manifest in the sight of others.” as| for business, and their report says: 
was done in a recent contribution to Friends’ Re-| “Several of our monthly meetings have been 
view, may not only distort the text, but, as in my] profitably occupied in the consideration of the 
opinion it does, take the real meaning out of it. | ‘ Queries and General Advices’ used by Friends 
NEREUS MENDENHALL. in their meetings for discipline, in some cases over 
Westminster, N. C., Second mo. oth, 1882, an hour being devoted to one query, which we 
think entitled us to say that ‘the query had been 
Tue essential falsehood of the Spencerian! read and seriously considered.’ ” 
maxim is not eliminated by substituting “sins 
against his own body” for “physical sins.” Tt 


Driven from its lurking place in the word “ physi-| PRESBYTERIANISM is steadily gaining in New 
cal,” it is found in the word “all ;” for if t ere are! Jersey. In that State there is a Synod of eight 
ever duties which involve a breach of the laws of| Presbyteries, 361 ministers, 267 churches, 46 207 
health, we Cannot say that “ A// breaches of the} church members, and 50,000 scholars in Bible- 
laws of health are sins against the body,” or sims| schools. The amount contributed last year for 
of any other sort. There is no difference of opinion | congregational and benevolent purposes reached 
as to the importance of observing the laws of, $828,c0o—for the former $650,000, and for the 
health, I speak only of the confusion of ideas in | latier $178,000. 

the sentence commented on, Many pithy say- 

ings, upon removing the falsehood from them. lose 

much of their pithiness, N. M. THREE WISHES. 


Treasury DEPparTMenr, BY ALICE WILLIAMS, 
WasnincrTon, DV. C., Second mo. 13th, 1882. } 

RESPECTED FRIEND—Please give notice in| I wish it might be given me to say 
Friends’ Review that the Friends’ Meeting here Some little word — 
has been removed to the hall of the “ Young| Which, when the travelers in duty’s way 
Men's Christian Association,” 804 “ E~’ St., N. W. Perchance have heard, 
The meeting is held every First-day at 11 o'clock. | Shall make the weary path they tread less long, 
We would be glad to see travelling ministers and Their hearts more strong. 


others. bas A oy ye See I wish that I might sing some little strain 


To gently steal 

SMYRNA PREPARATIVE is a small meeting of | Into the = of oe ae — in pain, 
about eighty members, belonging to Whitewater | And ma . aco o : a 
Monthly Meeting, and situated about four miles That even these stro Sod — 
northeast of Richmond, Ind. Thomas Carter and | Are sent by God. 
Joseph J. Wakefield have recently closed a very] wish th 
imteresting and profitable series of meetings at this 
place, which were indeed times of refreshing from nto the 
the presence of the Lord. There were about, 
twenty conversions, and several who were re-| whereby some wayworn soul might haply be) 
claimed, being induced to return, repent and live. | “Led nearer Thee. 
There were also quite a number who were con- | 
vinced that the precious blood of Jesus could! Dear Lord, Thou knowest, not for idle fame 
Cleanse from all sin, and they were enabled by | I would do this, 
faith to apply it to their own case and to realize « Not unto us, but to Thy holy name 
hat He put a new song in their mouths, even| All glory is.” 
praises unto His name, J.S. R. | One “talent” which Thou gav’st, by one more 

—- piece 
SOCIETY NOTES. Would I increase, 


ELKANAH and IrenaS. Beard a!tended London | But if eae big had prayer 1s 7 
Quarterly Meeting, says Ze London Friend, on If f oo roy wees h 
the 2d and 3d of First month, and were also en- not oan ab or ne . erone,  \ 
gaged from the 1st to the 6th of same month in Misael Thy a vied task, : 
olding a series of meetings at the Bedford In-; *"°W!ng_}hy will is best, content am 


at I might bear a little ray 

Of holy light 

doubting souls that trembling stray 
In outer night, 


stitute, London, which were well attended, and To be put by. 


will be remembered by many a.'times of blessing | | know Thou hast some work, Lord, for my hand. 
and refreshment from the Lord. Can I not wait, 

On a part of the old Friends’ burial ground of | Knowing Thy call shall reach me where I stand, 
Bunhill Fields, in London, has been erected a Or soon or late? 
“Memorial Hall” for mission work. It is a spa | Whate’er my task, I pray Thee let it be 
Gous buiding, with a Coffee Tavern in the centre~ Approved by Thee, —AIndependent. 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.—Advices from Eu- 
rope are to the 2!Ist inst. 


GREAT BRITAIN.—The American Consul at 
Manchester has issued his annual report of the 
trade between his consular district and the United 
States during the year ending Ninth month 3oth, 
1881 ; showing a decrease in the declared exports 
of over $3,000,000, or more than 20 per cent., as 
compared with those of the previous year. 

The cotton-spinners of North and Northeast 
Lancashire have withdrawn their demand for in- 
creased wages, 

An explosion in a colliery at Trimdon Grange, 
Durham, on the 16th, imprisoned about 130 
miners, of whom 30 were rescued, and 40 bodies 
were recovered the next day. It was feared that 
all those remaining in the pit were dead, The 
foul gas resulting from the explosion caused 
the death of four persons in another distant but 
communicating colliery. ; 

W. E. Gladstone, in defending in the House of 
Commons his Irish policy and explaining his re- 
cent utterances respecting Home Rule, said that 
he considered that the decentralization of Parlia- 
ment should be acardinal rule of policy; that 


Lord Mayor of London, had reached £50,009 
(nearly $250,000) on the roth. 

IRELAND.—Five baronies of County Roscom. 
mon, and twelve of County Waterford have been 
“ proclaimed.” 

The Roman Catholic Bishop of Cork, ina pas 
toral address, refers to the great benefit conferred 
by the Land act, and says the violation of the just 
laws of property, individual rights and personal 
security, affords a dark cover for the introduction 
of a system of brigandage by wild and unprin. 
cipled persons, 

GERMANY.—The committee on the Ecclesiasti- 
cal bill, which on the 17th, at the first reading, re. 
jected almost the whole measure in the form pro. 
posed by the Government, adopted in a modified 
shape the paragraph respecting the bishops, provid. 
ing that a prelate pardoned by the sovereign shall 
not require a renewed recognition by the Govern. 
ment as bishop of his diocese. 

AUSTRIA.—Vienna is said to be threatened with 
a failure of its water supply. , 

Russ1A.—Gen. Ignatieff, Minister of the Interior, 
has informed a Jewish Rabbi that the Government 

| would neither encourage nor oppose the emigra- 
tion of the Jews. 

The Metropolitan of Moscow, Archbishop Ma 

















local institutions are a source of great strength ; | caire, who is politically influential, has addresseda 
and that the only limit which in principle is neces- | letter to the Czar, urging him to leave his seclu- 
sary to them is adequate provision for the su-| sion, which, he says, suggests poltroonery and is 
premacy of the central authority. He believed injurious to the national traditions. It tends to 
that the wise and just way of meeting the demand | disunion between the Emperor and the people, 
for bringing Irish affairs more under Irish control | who may finally accustom themselves to dispense 
is not to regard it as the first step toward separa-|with their sovereign. The Emperor is said to 
tion, but rather to ask its promoters what guaran- | have been much displeased with this letter, 

tees they propose to give for the supremacy of} Domestic.—The larger part of the business 


Parliament. He had never yet received an ade- | portion of Haverhill, Mass., was destroyed by fire 
quate and satisfactory explanation on that)onthe night of the 17th. About too shoe manu 
point, 


facturers, and over 200 other business firms were 
On the 20th, Gladstone introduced in the] burned out, and three banks, 


House of Commons resolutions forming new rules | known to have been lost. The pecuniary loss is 
of procedure, designed to give the House the | estimated at $2,250,000, Haverhill has a popula- 
ability to close debate, and to restrict the power | tion of about 20,000, and the manufacture of fine 
of members to obstruct action in Committee of | shoes formed a large proportion of its business, 

the Whole. The first rule proposed authorizes} On the 16th, the “ Pennsylvania Military Acad- 
the Speaker to put the proposition that the ques-|emy” at Chester, Pa., was burned down; and 


Several lives are 
































































tion before the House “be now put;” this propo- 
sition not to be debatable, but to be adopted only 
if supported by more than 200 or opposed by less 
than 40 members, Other rules limit the right to 
make dilatory motions, and to speak on such mo- 
tions, and also limit the number of occasions on 
which the principle of a bill may be discussed. It 
is also proposed to form large select standing 
committees to which bills may be referred. De- 
bate on the resolutions was adjourned. A motion 
having been adopted in the House of Lords onthe 


on the next day, a fire occurred in a manufactory 
of fireworks in the same city, and after it was 
thought that all dangerous matters had been re- 
moved, an explosion took place, by which several 
persons were killed and others injured, The 
deaths up to the 21st inst. numbered 15, and 
some other wounded ones, it is feared, cannot 
recover. 

Heavy rains have caused great floods in the 
Mississippi and its tributaries, and much damage 
has been done. On the 2ist, the Ohio at Cincin- 




































17th for the appointment of a select committee to | nati was higher than it had been since 1847. At 
inquire into the working of the recent legislation | several points on the lower Mississippi the levees 
respecting land in Ireland, Gladstone gave notice | are broken, flooding extensive districts. A com 
that on the 27th he would move in the Commons | siderable part of Helena, Ark., is overflowed, the 
that an inquiry into the working of the Land act | water being four feet deep in some streets. Be 
would be injurious to the interests of good govern- | tween Memphis and Friar’s Point, Miss., the water 
ment in Ireland, extends 15 miles back from each bank of the 

The submarine cable companies have written | river, every plantation being submerged. In the 
to the Board of Trade suggesting legislation for | bottoms, thousands of horses, mules and cattle 
the prevention of negligent or intentional injury to | have been drowned, houses destroyed, corn-cribs, 
cables, under liability for damages, the cable/etc., carried off, leaving the people, in many 
companies undertaking to compensate vessels | cases, without food. Many railroads in the Ohio 
sacrificing their anchors and gear in order to avoid | valley are damaged. A heavy snow-storm 0 


injuring cables, curred at Council Bluffs on the 2oth, the first of 
The Jewish relief fund, under charge of the! the winter, 
























































